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BYLAWS OF


THE KANSAS FEDERATION


OF


BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S


CLUBS, INC.


ARTICLE I 


NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Kansas Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, Inc., hereinafter referred to as BPW/Kansas.


ARTICLE II


MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of BPW/Kansas shall be to achieve equity for all women in the workplace through advocacy, education and information.


ARTICLE III


EMBLEM

The emblem shall be in the form of a circle in which the symbols of the Nike, Scroll, Torch, Wand and Ship of Commerce are imposed above the initials NFBPWC.


ARTICLE IV


POLICIES

SECTION 1.
BPW/Kansas shall be nonsectarian, nonpartisan, and nonprofit.

SECTION 2.
The mission and objectives of BPW/Kansas shall in every case be the mission and objectives of all units thereof.


ARTICLE V


MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1.
Membership shall be held by individuals who support the mission and objectives of BPW/Kansas.  Membership categories shall be:

(a)
Active

(1) Individuals who pay mandatory dues (as stated in the bylaws)

(2) Active members not affiliated with a local shall have the same privileges

(b)
Student

Individuals enrolled in a high school, a degree seeking or certificate program at a college, university, or any other accredited higher educational institution.

(c)       Youth Affiliate


Individuals who are age 10 through 15. Dues for youth are as specified in the bylaws.

SECTION 2.
All members may choose to belong to local organizations which are members of BPW/Kansas through the state federations.

SECTION 3.
A member in good standing may request transfer from one local organization to another.  A local organization may not refuse to accept the transfer of a member in good standing.

SECTION 4.
The only criteria for membership shall be per Article V, Section 1, and the payment of appropriate dues.


ARTICLE VI


LOCAL ORGANIZATION REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 1.
A local organization is eligible for admission to BPW/Kansas if:

(a)
It has a minimum of five (5) active members.
(b)
It is not an integral part of any other organization; and

(c)
It submits local organization bylaws not in conflict with state bylaws and policies.

SECTION 2.
To remain in good standing, a local organization must maintain a membership of at least three (3) active members.

SECTION 3.
A local organization whose membership falls below three (3) active members shall be dropped at the end of the second fiscal year.

SECTION 4.
A local organization applying for membership in BPW/Kansas shall forward to the state president all documents and dues required by the state federation as noted in the Policy and procedure manual.

SECTION 5.
When a local organization has met all state requirements, a charter is transmitted to the state president and presented to the local organization.

SECTION 6.
Proposed amendments to the bylaws of any local organization, with the exception of mandatory changes, (see Article XXI, Section 9) shall be sent to the state bylaws chairman for review and approval.  Any conflict shall be resolved in accordance with State Federation policy and procedures.


ARTICLE VII


DUES

SECTION 1.
Dues are payable upon acceptance to membership and renewable annually on the first day of July.

SECTION 2.
Dues for members shall be:

(a)
Annual dues for each membership category shall include local and state dues as specified in the current respective bylaws.  (See Appendix for current amount.)  State dues shall include an electronic subscription to the official state publication.


ARTICLE VIII


FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of July and shall end on the thirtieth day of June. 

(Effective July 1, 1999)


ARTICLE IX


STATE MEETINGS

State meetings will be held in accordance with the BPW/Kansas Policy and Procedure manual.  

ARTICLE X

OFFICERS

SECTION 1.
The officers of BPW/Kansas shall be a president, a president-elect, a vice president, a recording secretary, and a treasurer.

SECTION 2.
A term of office shall be one year.

SECTION 3.
Officers shall take office at the close of the annual state convention and shall serve until the close of the following annual state convention or until a successor is named.

                                                                  ARTICLE XI

NOMINATIONS

A chair of nominations shall be appointed by the president. The chair shall be a member of the state board of directors.


ARTICLE XII

ELECTIONS

SECTION 1.
A president-elect, a vice president, a recording secretary, a treasurer shall be elected by ballot at each annual state convention.

SECTION 2.
Only members in good standing shall be eligible for election to office.

SECTION 3.
Candidates for president, president-elect, and vice president must have served one year a chair, parliamentarian or elected officer.                                              (Edited at 2012 State Convention)

ARTICLE XIII


 A -- DUTIES OF OFFICERS

(Duties of officers are defined in the BPW/Kansas Policy and Procedure Manual)

SECTION 1.
The president shall be the principal officer of BPW/Kansas, and shall preside at the annual state convention, at meetings of the executive committee, and business meetings, and shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.

The president shall:

(a)
insure that the names and  mailing addresses of all local officers and committee chairs are sent to the executive secretary immediately after their election or appointment;

SECTION 2.
The president-elect shall:

(a)
act as the representative of the president when requested;

(b)          become president for the unexpired term in case of death, resignation, or   

               incapacity of the president. 

SECTION 3.
The vice president shall:






          

(a)
perform the duties of the president in the absence of the president; and president-elect

(b) become president for the unexpired term in case of death, resignation, or incapacity of the president and president-elect.

SECTION 4. 
The recording secretary shall take and record accurate minutes of the proceedings of all meetings of BPW/Kansas including, the annual state convention, state business meetings, and executive  committee meetings. 

SECTION 5.
The treasurer shall:

(a)
be responsible for all monies of BPW/Kansas;

(b)
serve as a ex-officio member of the finance committee.

ARTICLE XIV


VOTING BODY (MEMBERSHIP)

SECTION 1.
The Voting Body of BPW Kansas shall consist of all members of BPW Kansas, in good standing, including student members and youth affiliates.  Student and youth affiliate members are welcome at BPW Kansas meetings with vote.  Visitors are welcome but will be present without vote.

SECTION 2.
The Voting Body of the membership shall transact the business of BPW/Kansas and devise and promote measures for its growth and prosperity.

SECTION 3.
Meetings of the Voting Body of the membership shall be held at stated intervals during the year.

SECTION 4.
At the written request of the president, a vote of the Voting Body of members may be taken by telephone, electronically or by mail, which shall have the force and effect of a vote taken at a meeting.

SECTION 5.
No member shall have more than one vote, and no voting by proxy shall be allowed.

SECTION 6.
A majority of the voting members registered shall constitute a quorum provided two are members of the executive committee.

ARTICLE XV


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SECTION 1.
The president, the president-elect, vice president, the recording secretary, the treasurer, and the advisor shall constitute the executive committee.  The parliamentarian and the executive secretary are members without vote.

SECTION 2.
The executive committee shall transact the business of BPW/Kansas between meetings of the Voting Body. 

SECTION 3.
Meetings of the executive committee shall be held:

(a)
when called by the president;

(b)
when called by a majority of the executive committee upon written notice to every member; and

(c)
by conference call of the president or by a majority of the members of the executive committee.

SECTION 4.
A majority of the voting members shall constitute a quorum for a meeting of the executive committee.

SECTION 5.
A vote of the executive committee may be taken by telephone, electronically, or by mail at the written request of the president.  Such a vote shall have the force and effect of a vote taken at a meeting.

ARTICLE XVI


A -- STANDING COMMITTEES

(Duties of Standing Committees are defined in the BPW/Kansas Policy & Procedure manual)

SECTION 1.
The standing committees of BPW/Kansas shall be bylaws, finance, membership, issues management, legislation, young careerist, foundation, public relations, meetings manager and individual development.

SECTION 2.
Only members in good standing, shall be eligible to serve as standing committee chairs.

SECTION 3.
Committee chairs and members shall be appointed for a term of one year and may be reappointed.  No individual shall serve more than three consecutive years on the same committee.

B -- SPECIAL COMMITTEES

SECTION 1.
The planning committee shall consist of president-elect as chair, the vice presidents, all incoming standing committee chairs and any other individuals the president-elect may designate.

SECTION 2.
It shall be the duty of the planning committee to work together to develop coordinated programs, projects, and activities with the mission, objectives and long range plans for expansion and development of BPW/USA and BPW/Kansas.


ARTICLE XVII


STATE CONVENTION and Conference Meetings

SECTION 1.
BPW/Kansas shall hold an annual state convention and one or more State Business Meetings, the place and date to be approved by the Board of Directors.

SECTION 2.
Any member may register to attend an annual State Convention, State Conference meetings and State Business meetings.

SECTION 3.
The voting body shall be registered BPW/Kansas members in attendance, who are active members in good standing (including student members) Each active and student member will be allowed to vote at any State Convention and Conference Business Meeting. “A member in good standing is defined as a member whose dues are current and holds no outstanding debt to the state BPW organization.”                                             
SECTION 4.
No members shall have more than one vote, and no voting by proxy shall be allowed.

SECTION 5.
A quorum for the annual state convention shall consist of two-thirds of the voting members present in the convention.

SECTION 6.
The order of business shall be determined by a program adopted at the beginning of the convention.

SECTION 7.
It shall be the purpose of the annual state convention to conduct the business of BPW/Kansas.

ARTICLE XVIII


PUBLICATION

BPW/Kansas shall publish an official publication.

ARTICLE XIX


PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

The rules of parliamentary procedure comprised in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern all proceedings of BPW/Kansas, the board of directors, and the executive committee, subject to such special rules as have been or may be adopted.


ARTICLE XX


AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1.
Amendments to these bylaws may be proposed by the Board of Directors, the executive committee, a local organization, or a bylaws committee.

SECTION 2.
All proposed amendments shall be sent in writing to the state president with a copy to the bylaws chair at least forty-five (45) days prior to the annual state convention.

SECTION 3.
The bylaws chair shall present all proposed amendments to the Voting Body.

SECTION 4.
The Voting Body shall review all proposed amendments.  It shall determine those amendments to be presented to the convention body for consideration.  Such amendments shall be appended to the call to convention.

SECTION 5.
An amendment properly presented to the Voting Body but not approved for presentation to the convention body may be brought to the convention floor by a majority vote.  Such proposed amendment shall be submitted in writing to the recording secretary at the beginning of the first business meeting and shall be read to the convention body before the close of the first meeting.

SECTION 6.
Proposed amendments shall require a two-thirds vote for adoption.

SECTION 7.
A unanimous vote shall be required for approval of any amendment proposed from the floor of the convention without prior consideration by the Voting Body.  Such amendment must be submitted in writing to the chair of bylaws and must be read to the convention body at a meeting preceding that at which a vote is to be taken.

ARTICLE XXI

          
DISSOLUTION

Upon dissolution of this organization all of its assets remaining after payment of all costs and expenses of such dissolution shall be distributed to a BPW State Federation, a BPW Local Organization, the BPW Foundation, or a State BPW Foundation which has qualified for exemption under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and state tax regulations.  None of the assets will be distributed to any member, officer, or trustee of this organization.

APPENDIX

CURRENT BYLAWS DUES STRUCTURE

	Per Active Member

Total Amount (not including local) to BPW/Kansas
	Annual Amount

$60.00

Distributed as follows: State Federation $57.00 and State Foundation $3.00

	
	

	Per Student Member

Total Amount (not including local)
	Annual Amount

$30.00

Distributed as follows:  State Federation $28.00 and State Foundation - $2.00

	
	

	Per Youth Affiliate 
Total Amount (not including local) to BPW/Kansas
	Annual Amount

$12.00

Distributed as follows:  State Federation $11.00 and State Foundation - $1.00
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